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PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED 

OIL AND GAS DEVELOPMENT ON GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE 
We, the undersigned residents of Canada, draw the attention of the House to the following: 

THAT, WHEREAS the Gulf of St. Lawrence is a precious and imperiled ecosystem that supports multi-
billion dollar renewable fishing and tourism industries; 

WHEREAS the Gulf is home to the largest lobster production in the world, the highest concentration 
of krill in the northwest Atlantic and over 2000 marine species, including the endangered blue whale;  

WHEREAS this vital ecosystem is being jeopardized by oil and gas development, since a catastrophic 
oil spill in the Gulf of St. Lawrence could affect the coasts of five provinces due to high winds, strong 
tides and counterclockwise currents that only flush into the Atlantic once a year; 

WHEREAS seismic testing for oil and gas creates noise pollution that can injure and can even kill 
marine life and displace them from key habitats they need for migration, feeding and reproduction; 
and 

WHEREAS there is currently no single, arms-length regulatory process for assessing the impacts of oil 
and gas development in the Gulf of St. Lawrence; 

THEREFORE, YOUR PETITIONERS call on the House of Commons to immediately convene a blue 
ribbon review panel to conduct a comprehensive review of potential environmental, social, and 
economic risks and impacts, to be conducted with the full participation of local stakeholders including 
provinces, Aboriginal groups, representatives from the fishing and tourism industries, and the general 
public; 

and, pending the results of this review, establish a complete moratorium on all oil and gas exploration 
and development in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
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THEREFORE, YOUR PETITIONERS call on the House of Commons to immediately convene a blue 
ribbon review panel to conduct a comprehensive review of potential environmental, social, and 
economic risks and impacts, to be conducted with the full participation of local stakeholders including 
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public; 
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Guidelines 

1. Petitions must not be altered or have any text added. 

2. Petitions can be either double-sided, or have a blank back page. 

3. A petition should contain signatures of residents of Canada only.  

4. There is no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition.  

5. Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition. 

6. If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be noted on the petition 

and the note signed by a witness.  Aside from this exception, you can only sign for yourself. 

7. A petition must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not pasted, 

taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it.  

8. No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in hardcopy. 

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to: 

Elizabeth May, M.P. 

518 Confederation Building  

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Please email elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca or call 613-996-1119 if you have any questions. 
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