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PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED 

Bill C-36 – Do Not Endanger the Lives of Sex Workers 
We, the undersigned Citizens of Canada draw to the attention of the House the following: 

THAT, WHEREAS the Supreme Court of Canada ruled, in Canada (Attorney General) v. Bedford, that 
the restrictions surrounding prostitution in the Criminal Code impose “dangerous conditions on 
prostitution” and are therefore unconstitutional; 
 
WHEREAS numerous peer-reviewed studies on the safety of sex workers in countries that have 
criminalized the purchase of sex have shown that sex workers face the dangers of being displaced 
from a safe neighbourhood, an inability to screen clients and negotiate the terms of transaction, and 
an inability to access police protection; 
 
WHEREAS research conducted by the University of British Columbia, Department of Medicine, the BC 
Centre for Excellence in HIV/AIDS, and Pivot Legal Society (Krusi et al.) shows that Vancouver’s 
experiment with targeting the purchase of sex has produced the same results; 
 
WHEREAS the Criminal Code already prohibits human trafficking, sexual exploitation, and child 
prostitution; 
 
WHEREAS advocates for the human rights of sex workers such as Pivot Legal Society, Sex Workers 
United Against Violence, POWER, and the Gender and Sexual Health Initiative have warned that Bill C-
36 will perpetuate the same dangerous conditions for sex workers that the Supreme Court addressed; 
 
WHEREAS concerns for health and safety must be paramount in any legislation regarding prostitution; 
 
WHEREAS the criminalization of the purchase of sex does not alleviate the need of those who enter 
the sex industry due to extreme economic need; 
 
THEREFORE, YOUR PETITIONERS call on the House of Commons to reject all aspects of Bill C-36 that 
will endanger the lives of sex workers by prohibiting the purchase or sale of sexual services by adults, 
develop new legislation in cooperation with sex workers, use existing criminal laws to target abuse 
and exploitation in the sex industry, invest in programs that support the rights of sex workers to 
health and safety, and invest in programs that alleviate poverty and discrimination.  
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THEREFORE, YOUR PETITIONERS call on the House of Commons to, reject all aspects of Bill C-36 that 
will endanger the lives of sex workers by prohibiting the purchase or sale of sexual services by adults, 
develop new legislation in cooperation with sex workers, use existing criminal laws to target abuse 
and exploitation in the sex industry, invest in programs that support the rights of sex workers to 
health and safety, and invest in programs that alleviate poverty and discrimination.  
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Guidelines 

1. Petitions must not be altered or have any text added. 

2. Petitions can be either double-sided, or have a blank back page. 

3. A petition should contain signatures of residents of Canada only.  

4. There is no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition.  

5. Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition. 

6. If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be noted on the petition 

and the note signed by a witness.  Aside from this exception, you can only sign for yourself. 

7. A petition must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not pasted, 

taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it.  

8. No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in hardcopy. 

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to: 

Elizabeth May, M.P. 

518 Confederation Building  

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

Please email elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca or call 613-996-1119 if you have any questions. 
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