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GOOD NEWS FOR OUR
PLANT HEALTH CENTRE!

Canada Summer Jobs

D

T

o you remember the announcement in 2012 that the
federal government was going to close the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency facility in North Saanich and
move its operations to the Okanagan? I do.

his year small businesses
and not-for-profits in
Saanich—Gulf Islands
received over $750,000 in
funding to create over 260 jobs
for students this summer. The
funding is part of Canada
Summer Jobs, an initiative of the
Summer Work Experience
Program. This program provides
wage subsidies to create
employment for secondary and
post-secondary students
throughout the summer.
In recent years the Government
of Canada has significantly
increased funding to the Canada
Summer Jobs program, allowing
it to reach more young people
and help employers expand

It was a shock that threatened up to 23 full-time jobs, as well
as causing serious concern that Dominion Brook Park, on that
federal land, would be at risk, its future unknown when the
facility closed.
Back in those days, under rules established by former Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, civil servants were not allowed to
speak to their Members of Parliament. When I was not able to
get anyone to speak with me by phone, I popped in
unannounced and stood in the middle of the Plant Health
Centre and made an impromptu announcement: “I am going
to leave my cards with my personal email address on them in
your coffee area. Please, if anyone can contact me to give me
information on the science you are doing here and any
information to help me, please email me from your home
computer. I want to keep the Centre open!”

their operations. This funding is a
huge boost to our local economy
and will help small businesses
and not-for-profits carry out the
vital services they provide for
communities across Saanich—
Gulf Islands.
I have heard time and again
about the importance of this
funding to small businesses and
not-for-profits in our riding. As
the Member of Parliament for
Saanich-Gulf Islands, I have
been proud to be a strong
advocate for the Canada
Summer Jobs program and its
continued growth in Saanich—
Gulf Islands and across Canada.

Persons Case Awards 2018

I was given some information to help me fight the decision.
With that anonymous help, I dug into the science and the
history of the Plant Health Centre. Although it has been in the
same location on East Saanich Road, running down to the
border of the Pat Bay Highway, for over one hundred years, it
was not until 1968 that it took on real significance for the
federal government as a key quarantine centre. It is a
quarantine for imported fruit bearing trees. I was able to
persuade my parliamentary colleagues from the Okanagan
Valley that they did not want to have our centre’s quarantine
operation moved into their area – with the risk of plant
viruses escaping. I was able to prove that the reason the Plant
Health Centre had been made a key quarantine centre was
that it is on an island and even if the worst happened and a
dangerous virus escaped, it would remain limited to
Vancouver Island.

CELEBRATING GENDER EQUALITY ADVOCATES

S

tatus of Women Canada is calling for nominations for
the 2018 Governor General's Awards in
Commemoration of the Persons Case. Each year,
these awards recognize Canadians, including youth, who have
made outstanding contributions to the advancement of
gender equality.
Gender equality depends on all people – regardless of gender
– being empowered with opportunities to participate fully in
democratic and public life, to attain economic security, and to
live free from violence. The Government of Canada is firmly
committed to achieving gender equality, and recognizing the
contributions of individuals who are playing a key role in that
effort is essential; their work can inspire others to make a
difference in our country and in the world. When Canadians
come together, when we join forces, we can make significant
strides towards gender equality.

My plan worked. Former Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz
announced the plan to close the centre was cancelled. That
announcement was the only time in the near decade under
former Prime Minister Harper that any decision to close a
federal facility was reversed.

Marking Seven Years as Your Member of Parliament

T

hank you!
As of May 2, 2018, I have had the honour of being your
MP for seven years.
I was planning to rise in the House to thank the voters of
Saanich-Gulf Islands for the extraordinary leap of faith in voting
for me, but on that anniversary date we had a real blow when
a very decent and fine MP, Gord Brown, died suddenly. After
tributes to Gord, the House adjourned and I did not get the
chance again.
Let me share my gratitude for those who have voted for me. I
work hard to insure that regardless of how people cast their
ballot, I hope they will know that I am dedicated to our
community and working hard for each and every constituent.
Over seven years, my work has made a difference. Here are
some highlights:




My private members bill on Lyme Disease is now law and I
keep pressing to ensure it becomes more effective. $8
million is now committed for more research.



I work hard for greater respect in parliament and have
never heckled. I also refuse to try to speak when being
loudly heckled.



Keeping the Plant Health Centre open (see longer article
about the new $80 million investment).



Working with courageous constituent Judy Peterson to put
in place “Lindsay’s Law,” and a national DNA Data Bank
for missing persons. (Named for Judy’s daughter Lindsay
who went missing in August 1993.)



Successfully reuniting many
immigration difficulties.

families,

separated

Fighting appeals for constituents for pensions, income tax
injustice and disability status.



Promoting (successfully) increases in the tourism budget
and helping to promote our area.

/ElizabethMayMP



Working to support small business, including in gaining
changes to Finance Minister Morneau’s wrong-headed
proposal of last summer.

@ElizabethMay



Raising the issue of derelict boats and working for the new
law, coming into force soon, to get these eye-sores and
hazards out of our waters.



Assisting University of Victoria in getting millions from the
previous government for Ocean Networks Canada.

Being the only MP to work through the National Energy
Board hearings on Kinder Morgan and make final
argument about the concerns of Saanich-Gulf Island
residents.
I know that my advocacy on issues like climate action and
stopping Kinder Morgan’s pipeline expansion will not be
supported by every constituent. From my town hall meetings,
surveys and emails contacts, I think that the majority of
residents agree. And I know some people will be concerned that
I chose non-violent civil disobedience to emphasize my
objections to the pipeline being constructed ahead of when it
had cleared key legal challenges. I apologise to anyone who
feels I let them down. My view is that such actions are only
legitimate when you take full responsibility and accept without
complaint whatever sentence is issued. I have done so. Let me
reassure anyone who is worried about whether my work is
impacted that it is not at all. It was a charge of criminal
contempt, which is not a criminal action. It is not an offence
under the Criminal Code. There is no criminal record, no
restrictions on travel out of Canada and no impact on my work
as an MP.
I look forward to the fall round of Town Halls, between Labour
Day and mid-September.
Thank you again, from the bottom of my heart. It continues to
be an honour to serve you as your Member of Parliament.

I have succeeded in getting amendments passed to many
bills, including the Pipeline Safety Act, the Access to
Information Act, the Impact Assessment Act, Fisheries Act,
Oceans Act, and more.







I was the first MP to publish all my publicly-reimbursed
expenses on line. With that kind of transparency, the
system had to change. Now, all MPs have to do so!

by

Federal Agriculture minister Lawrence MacAulay was on the
Saanich Peninsula in April to announce $80 million for a
major project to expand and modernize the centre. This is
great news for science, local jobs and the long term future of
the facility! I am deeply grateful for the support shown by the
Federal Agriculture Minister.

While nominations are accepted year round, the deadline for
nominating someone for the 2018 awards is July 4, 2018. For
more details visit the Status of Women Canada website, which
includes a list of past recipients, videos, and the nomination
package.
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Introduction
Over the last seven years, it has been my goal with this
publication to share what I am learning as your MP. Thanks to
this privilege of being your MP, I am exposed to a myriad of
experiences and information which I rarely see discussed in our
mainstream daily press.

In this newsletter, I will share some of what I learned on a recent
Parliamentary study of Israel and areas of the West Bank of
Palestine, now living under occupation. These areas have been
under occupation since the 1967 Six-Day War. The tour was
organized by the Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship
Group, on which I serve as a member of the executive.
Along with MPs Gord Johns and Peter Julian, meeting Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas
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For most of you, the ongoing tensions in the Middle East are
likely not what keep you up at night. On the other hand, I am
certain that most residents of Saanich-Gulf Islands would sleep
more easily if the tinder box regions of the world were more
secure and at peace.

Last year’s recipients were: Betsy Bury (Saskatoon, SK),
Micheline Dumont (Sherbrooke, QC), Dr. Ramona Lumpkin
(Halifax, NS), Elizabeth Sheehy (Ottawa, ON), Linda Slanina
(Kitimat, BC) and Melissa Sariffodeen (youth recipient –
Toronto, ON). Their successes shaped Canada for the better;
we have all benefited from their contributions.

I was thrilled when in last year’s budget $8 million was
announced for refurbishing the centre. But this spring, that
announced funding was increased tenfold!

Elizabeth
May
Your Member of Parliament in Saanich-Gulf Islands

From March 30—April 6, our group, comprising eighteen MPs
from all five political parties with seats in the House, toured at
the invitation of the Palestinian Authority. This was my first
overseas trip, other than climate negotiations, as your MP. I did

not accept the financial support of the Palestinian Authority in
making the trip. I certainly do not criticise anyone who did so. It
is entirely common for MPs to accept such trips.
A number in our group had already toured Israel as guests of
the Canada Institute for Jewish Affairs. I want to go on a trip led
by CIJA as well. On this trip, we heard one side. Even when we
met with Israeli citizens, including the former Speaker of the
Knesset and many current and former Knesset members, they
overwhelmingly shared much of the perspective we heard from
Palestinians. I weighed what I heard in light of that reality. I was
skeptical to claims and share with you now what I saw and
heard with my own eyes and subsequently verified with other
sources.
I hope you will find this report of interest.
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What is Canada’s Current Position on the Israel-Palestine Situation?

W

hether under former Prime Minister Harper or current
Prime Minister Trudeau, Canada’s position has
remained the same. All parties in Parliament agree
with Canada’s position – as does virtually every country on
earth. Canada supports a two-state solution - a free and secure
Israel living next to a free and secure Palestine.
The position established by the 1993 Oslo Accords appeared to
create the framework for permanent peace. The US
government, under former President Bill Clinton, negotiated a
peace deal between the parties, with Israel confirmed to hold
78% of the territory that was once Palestine and the Palestinians
to hold 22%. It was a lot for the Palestinian leaders to sell to their
people at the time, but it was what they believed was necessary
to achieve a lasting peace.
Since then, the region has seen several Palestinian uprisings – or
Intifadas. The security of Israeli civilians has been put at risk.
Israel has responded with increasingly tight controls on every
aspect of life of Palestinians, as well as building new small cities
(called “settlements”) inside disputed areas.
We heard from person after person that when the Israeli Prime
Minister who negotiated the Oslo Accord, Yitzhak Rabin, was
assassinated in 1995 by an extremist Israeli settler who opposed
the peace plan, that peace was assassinated with him.
Since that time, the promise of peace seems to drift farther
away. The current Israeli government does not want to come to
the bargaining table and the promises of the Oslo Accord go
unfulfilled. Temporary, five year arrangements to split territory
in the West Bank, Gaza and the powerfully symbolic sacred city
of Jerusalem remain in place 25 years later.
The recent announcement of US President Donald Trump to
unilaterally declare Jerusalem to be the capital of Israel has
thrown the region into greater turmoil.
My own view is that it was the right thing for the United Nations
to create a permanent homeland for the Jewish people at the
end of the Second World War. It had first been offered during
World War I when the region was under British colonial rule in
the Balfour Declaration. After the horrors of the Shoah – the
Holocaust – it was required of the world to establish a
permanent place of refuge for the Jewish people in their historic
homeland. Where the world community went wrong was to
leave the peoples of the region to manage disputes. The territory
was already inhabited. The followers of the three major
Abrahamic religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, all look to
the same territory as deeply sacred and shared.
The promises made by Lord Balfour, as well as by a young
Winston Churchill under colonial rule, and then by the United
Nations, that the Palestinian people would be treated fairly and
not dispossessed, were largely forgotten.
I unequivocally support the State of Israel and its citizens. I
condemn any and all attacks or threats to the security of the
people living in Israel. That includes the many times I have
condemned Hamas. Hamas has from its constitution declared
that Israel does not have the right to exist. It has fired rockets
into Israel, threatening and killing civilians. There is no question
that Israel faces security threats. Peace and security for Israel
and Palestine should be a global priority. I agree with the
international consensus that only a two-state solution can bring
peace.
The issue in 2018 is clear – the current policies of the Israeli
government are a threat to a two-state solution. The expansion
2

of massive infrastructure, described as “settlements,” into
disputed territories is fragmenting the land on which any future
Palestinian state will be created. The so-called “settlements” are
massive housing projects, for 20,000—40,000 people, generally
built up on hills and surrounded with supporting Israeli-only
highways, military installations, massive walls and protective
fencing. The Israeli settlements appropriate the local water, and
sell the water - sometimes - to local Palestinian communities
nearby. I learned how to spot Israeli housing developments and
distinguish them from Palestinian communities by looking at the
roofs. Palestinian apartment buildings and homes of all sizes had
ubiquitous rain barrels to save water. Ample access to water for
Israelis meant their roofs had only solar panels.
What I saw confirms my worst fear that the greatest threat to
Israel is the policies of their own government.
The international community must shoulder responsibility for the
current and worsening situation. We need to pay attention once
again.
As Palestinian Liberation Organization leader Dr. Hanan
Ashwari said over dinner on our last night in Ramallah, “Peace is
not a concession. Peace is a right.”

No Room at the Inn
An Update on Tourism in Bethlehem

I

thought it was hard helping run a tourism business
with my parents on the Cabot Trail in Cape Breton
during the 1970s. Imagine running a high end
boutique hotel in occupied Bethlehem.
Nearly 3 million tourists a year visit Bethlehem. Like
me, some make their way to the site of Jesus’s birth –
the Church of the Holy Nativity. And just across the
courtyard from the church, Muslims go to the mosque
built on the site where Mohammed went to pray.
Jews, Christians and Muslims visit the Tomb of Rachel.
The small storied Town of Bethlehem is full of tourists,
but the town receives virtually no economic benefit
from the tourist trade. Only approximately 3% of the
visitors will stay overnight. Most will buy a souvenir
and leave.
It’s the rules of occupation that discourage tourism.
One of our group arriving in Tel Aviv discovered Air
Canada had lost her suitcase. “No problem”, the
friendly agent at lost luggage said. “We can get your
bag to you. Where are you staying?” She told him
that we were staying in Bethlehem. “Oh,” he said,
“We cannot deliver a bag there.”
No Palestinian guides are allowed in Tel Aviv to pick
up customers. And Israeli officials at the airport
discourage staying overnight. In fairness, the
Government of Canada Global Affairs website will
encourage caution. I agree. This is not a place for idle
meandering. You need to read up and have a plan.
Walk away, not toward, any commotion. Listen to
the advice of your hotelier as to when to stroll the
streets. But for those who want to find a way to
contribute to the development of a sustainable and
healthy state of Palestine, tourism is a real option.

L-R: Nabil Maarouf, Palestine’s Representative in Canada, Marwan
Tabbara, MP Kitchener South—Hespeler, Palestinian Authority Minister
of Culture Dr. Ehab Bseiso and myself at the Mahmoud Darwish Museum

Israeli checkpoint in Hebron

Going against the grain are two remarkable little
hotels. The Hosh Al-Syrian Guesthouse is a pleasant
walk through narrow winding streets from the Church
of the Nativity. The impeccably restored Ottoman
Empire building, circa 1729, offers nine lovely rooms,
and a rooftop terrace, complete with Club Med-like
lounge furniture, overlooking the old town – a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The owner, Fadi
Kattan, is a dual French-Palestinian citizen who left
Paris, coming home, to fulfill his dream. He is a chef
and entrepreneur who would fit right in in Saanich—
Gulf Islands. Every morning, he checks out the local
farmers market in the courtyard a few streets from
the hotel. Based on what is available and local that
day, he plans the day’s fixed menu. And it is always
extraordinary.
Fadi also hires only local people. He told us his staff all
live about an eight minute walk from the hotel. He
trains them and ensures they have excellent tourism
skills. Palestine has a highly educated population,
with virtually 100% literacy rates, but unemployment

is huge. Fadi’s hotel and restaurant welcome peoples
of all faiths, and non-faiths, and keeps a separate set
of pots and pans available to ensure kosher food
preparation for Israelis who come to try his amazing
cuisine. He also boasts being an LGBTQ friendly hotel.
Farther away, but still within Bethlehem, and in what
anyone would describe as the worst possible location
for a hotel, is the cheekily named “Walled Off Hotel.”
They play along with the gag, with a top-hatted,
waistcoat-wearing doorman as would befit the
Waldorf. The Walled Off Hotel was opened just over a
year ago and is part hotel and part art installation
project. Its owner is British graffiti artist Banksy.
Immediately across the street, blocking the view for
hundreds of metres in both directions is the Wall. It is
one of the many walls built throughout the Occupied
Territory to prevent Palestinians from walking or
driving into areas where Israelis have established
zones to exclude Palestinians. The Walled Off Hotel
slogan is “the Worst view in the World,” and their
promotional materials call it a “high end boutique
hotel in an historic gated community.”
Banksy did a major art project on the wall – top to
bottom stretching as far as you can see. The hotel
boasts more of his original work and installations. The
effect is as unlikely as it is charming. A player baby
grand piano in the salon invites sitting over a
cappuccino and contemplating the work for sale:
“Make Hummus—Not Walls.” And “Peace on Earth
(note: terms and conditions may apply.)”
Touring in the West Bank does have its challenges.
Our visit to Hebron was particularly sad. There are
multiple barriers maintained by the Israeli military
and many important sites are ringed with walls,
barbed wire and checkpoints. Our whole group
waited for an hour at the checkpoint to gain access to
the Tomb of Abraham. The turn-stiles are similar to
those in major subways, the ones that have metal
spokes floor to ceiling, although subways don’t have
the barbed wire. There are lots of high tech cameras
to view anyone at the first set of gates. Then a light
signals that it is permitted to push the gate and go
through. Once through the first set of barriers, the
soldiers await people at their sentry building. For
some inexplicable reason, and we were never given a
reason, our entire Parliamentary delegation was
turned away. But that, we learned, is a hallmark of
life under occupation. No one is given a reason.
Still, I loved Hebron. It has been famous for centuries
for its glassworks. It was very satisfying to see the piles
of pop bottles awaiting their conversion in an
adjacent kiln, fired up to 1000 degrees to make a
huge variety of treasures. The hawkers in the market
were thrilled when we started handing out Canada
flag pins. “We love Canada,” they shouted.
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EASTER IN THE HOLY LAND

A

lthough our schedule was grueling, I was able to duck out
of a planned dinner to go to church in Bethlehem on
Holy Saturday evening. One other MP joined me as we
went to the Church of the Holy Nativity for Easter vigil service.
The church, built on the very site of the birth of Jesus, is Roman
Catholic by denomination. I am Anglican, and although I cannot
take Communion in a Catholic church, I can figure out that liturgy
pretty easily. But the service was in Arabic!

By 638 AD, an Arab caliphate took Jerusalem and maintained
access for all other religions to reach their sacred sites. Mohammed
had established the new religion of Islam on the same foundations
of Judeo-Christian worship. Mohammed accepted the books of
these traditions from Abraham through Moses. While Mohammed
revered Jesus as a prophet, he did not accept him as the Messiah.
We toured the extraordinary mosque, the Dome on the Rock,
built in the seventh century. This shrine and all its grounds are
viewed as deeply sacred by the world’s Muslims. The Dome on the
Rock is the third most holy site in Islam, after Mecca and Medina.

It was amazing how easy it was to follow. Just like at home, we
started in darkness and small tapers were lit as the opening choir
procession came through. The church was soon flooded in light.
Arrangements for our visit had embarrassingly placed us in the
first pew, sitting with the mayor. We were liberally immersed in
incense as the service began.

In 1948, when the United Nations partitioned Palestine to create
the new state of Israel and a future state of Palestine, the Old City
of Jerusalem was given international status to ensure access to
pilgrims from all three of the world’s monotheist religions.

The church was packed and just like in any community anywhere
in the world where people gather for Easter worship, every little
girl was wearing her prettiest new spring outfit. And every little
girl knew she looked adorable.

We heard from the minority Christian population that, for the first
time in two thousand years, there are concerns of loss of access to
sites as Israeli settlers encroach in some areas. The Church of the
Patriarch has gone to Israeli Court to try to block the purchase of
a number of buildings, including hotels, around Jaffa Gate. Jaffa
Gate is an important point of access to the Christian Quarter for
pilgrims. Unfortunately, individual and groups of settlers have
become aggressive in intimidating local Christians.

Even without knowing a word of Arabic, the flow was clear. I
knew what readings we were hearing, without understanding
anything other than “Hoshana” and “Hallelujah.”
As we left the historic church, chocolate Easter eggs were given out
at the door. Everyone was smiling and happy to shake our hands.
No one could have had a clue who we were, but we were clearly
strangers and the welcome was genuine and warm.

The situation was made much worse by US President Trump’s
recent decision to move the US Embassy to Jerusalem. The
confidence of Israeli settlers as aggressors in the markets and on
the streets is a growing problem. It is even a problem for the
Israeli military. The military are able to discipline, arrest and jail
Palestinians under the rules of occupation. “Dishonouring a
soldier” is a crime when a Palestinian does it, but there is no similar
law applying to Israeli settlers. So the Israeli soldiers can be
subjected to the same taunts and spitting that local Christians
experience, but without consequence.

By Easter Monday, we were in Jerusalem where we toured the
sights that make this city – at one and the same time – one of the
holiest and most disputed on earth. It was King David himself who,
in 1000 BCi, founded Jerusalem to be the capital of the Jewish
tribes of Judea. Solomon built the first temple in approximately
830 BC and it was destroyed in 586 BC. The city was sieged and
occupied many times, even before the Roman rule in place at the
time of the birth of Jesus, by Babylonians, Persians and Egyptians.

I had the constant sense of being in a simmering stew about to boil
over.

We toured the church built on what is reputed to be both the
place where Jesus was crucified and covering the tomb in which he
was laid. This, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, underscores
Jerusalem as a central holy place for the world’s Christians. But just
steps away is one of the holiest places for the world’s Jews, the
Western Wall (or Wailing Wall).

i Please forgive use of BC and AD. I know it is the more appropriate academic practice to
use “CE” for Common Era and BCE for “Before Common Era,” but I am guessing that BC
and AD may be more familiar to most constituents.

A Canadian Contribution to Law and Order
We visited the Palestinian civil police headquarters in Ramallah
to tour the latest state of the art forensic laboratory, provided by
an $11 million grant from Canada. The laboratory is focused on
crime – drugs, violence, and forensics and so on.

an excellent working relationship with the Israeli police who assist
in addressing crimes that involve Israeli citizens and Palestinians.
Despite the good will, the Israeli police have not been successful in
getting the Israeli military to allow the Palestinian police force
quick passage across check points, although they have tried. It is
the Israeli military and not the police who control the day to day
lives of the Palestinians. The local Palestinian police have to wait
at the check points just like everyone else. Some days they are
turned away. The Police Chief joked that he was lucky that
Palestinian criminals wait at the crime scene for the hours it takes
the Palestinian police to reach them.

According to the Chief of Police, there is no organized crime in
Palestine and the rate of violent crime is very low. Palestinians
are not allowed to have guns and murders are solved quickly as
they are virtually always crimes where the victim and murderer
were known to each other and the larger community. The Chief
would like to have DNA testing available to pursue sexual
violence cases, but that is not yet in the cards for them. They have
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