
 

The Honourable Omar Alghabra 
Minister of Transport 
House of Commons  
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A A06 

June 2, 2021 
Dear Minister Alghabra, 
 
I am writing as a follow up to my previous letter sent on March 12, 2021, regarding a private helipad on Pender Island, 
British Columbia. One of your staff members has informed my office that a response is being drafted and I look forward 
to your reply. 
 
I continue to receive a significant amount of correspondence about this issue by concerned Pender Island residents. Given 
community concerns and several negative interactions reported to our office between community members and the pilot, 
I respectfully ask that Transport Canada disclose the pilot’s past record. The helipad owner was previously the owner of 
Whistler Air, a helicopter charter company in Whistler B.C.,  
 
If there are any infractions, the community should be made aware of them, given that it is still unclear whether the pilot 
plans to use the helipad for personal or commercial purposes. Any misconduct by the helicopter pilot would likely have 
significant impact for Pender Island residents and would exasperate current environmental and safety concerns.  
 
My provincial colleague, MLA Adam Olsen, continues to receive ongoing correspondence from constituents about the 
helipad. At the suggestion of your ministry, MLA Olsen has raised the environmental concerns with the provincial 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, the Honourable George Heyman. Minister Heyman has 
confirmed that this issue is outside of his department’s jurisdiction.  
 
The local Islands Trust Council has sought legal advice on the matter and has been advised against pursuing the issue 
further. The helipad does not infringe on any by-laws. Pender Islands residents continue to raise their concerns on this 
matter and local representation is turning to the federal government for direction. I look forward to your reply on this 
matter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Elizabeth May, O.C. 
Member of Parliament 
Saanich-Gulf Islands 
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada 


