
 

The Honourable Omar Alghabra  
Minister of Transport 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A A06 
 

March 12, 2021 
 

Dear Minister, 
 
I am writing to express concerns about a private helipad recently installed in my constituency. Do such private 
facilities require a permit from Transport Canada? 
 
This helipad is on an ecologically sensitive area of Pender Island. It is being used for recreational purposes.  
 
Pender Island residents have expressed their safety concerns regarding the helipad, as well as their concern for 
the protection of wildlife.  
 
Pender Island residents are concerned about the increased risk of forest fires as a result of the newly 
constructed helipad. The recent helicopter crash on Bowen Island, a nearby island that is also within the 
jurisdiction of the Islands Trust, spread aviation fuel over a large area. This could have started a fire, had the 
ground not been wet from a recent rainfall that prevented any sparks from igniting.  
 
It has been pointed out that the Robinson R22 helicopter that is being used on the helipad, carries 
approximately 50 gallons of highly volatile aviation fuel. This poses a significant safety risk in the case of a 
spill or an accident.  
 
The helipad has been built on the Pender Island Oak Bluffs, which is an area that is categorized as a highly 
sensitive ecosystem. The bluffs are habitat to several protected and endangered species including eagles, 
falcons, hawks and turkey vultures. Pender Island residents have expressed their concern regarding the well-
being of the island’s avian and other wildlife. These species could be endangered by a helicopter rotor, but 
more likely, will simply abandon the island and their nests.  
 



 

An island resident who lives near the helipad outlines that the interim sanctuary zone (ISZ) for Southern 
Resident Killer Whales (SRKW) is directly below the helipad. Given the weak enforcement of the sanctuary 
zones, any additional risk posed to SRKW populations is cause for worry.  
 
Residents have spoken out about their concern regarding excessive aircraft noise and traffic over this part of 
the island. Many have reported the shaking of structures within their homes due to regular overhead 
helicopter travel. There are numerous flights from the Victoria Airport that fly over this section of the oak 
ridge, which may increase the likelihood of collision. The North Pender Island Trustees and the By-Law 
Compliance Officer have been made aware of this issue.  
 
Please consider investigating the safety concerns related to the newly constructed helipad on the Pender Island 
Oak Bluffs.  
 
Many thanks, 
 
 

 
 
Elizabeth May, O.C. 
Member of Parliament 
Saanich-Gulf Islands 
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada 


