
The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne
Minister of Foreign Affairs
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0A6

December 21, 2020
Dear Minister Champagne,

I am writing today, on the behalf of one of my constituents, to urge the Canadian government to
keep the plight of Afghan women and children on its agenda. Catherine Lang, my constituent,
is a member of the Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CWWA), which is a federally
registered charity that engages Canadians to take action in partnership with Afghan women.

The security situation amid rising violence in Afghanistan, which coincides with the current
Intra-Afghan talks, is of deep concern. Targeted violence has been directed at women’s rights
activists, civil society leaders, and those who support universal education for all Afghan
citizens. Recent attacks on places of learning are compromising education in Afghanistan.
Women’s rights in Afghanistan are compromised by barriers to education, such as these attacks.
Insecurity is further increased by the threat of violence to women in Taliban controlled areas.

Widespread violence against civilians has occurred despite a declared ceasefire and during a
time when Taliban officials are ostensibly negotiating for the peaceful future of Afghanistan. In
the months from January to September of this year, civilian casualties numbered almost 6000,
many women and children, with the Taliban responsible for the majority. A true ceasefire is one
that protects the rights of all citizens and is the only way forward to a successfully negotiated
peace.

Canadians and the federal government have invested and sacrificed for the future peace and
prosperity of Afghanistan. The Canadian government must take its position as a global leader
and influence the international community, particularly the US Government, to achieve the
following:

1. An immediate ceasefire as a precondition to legitimate peace negotiations, and the
establishment of mechanisms to bring transgressors to justice; 

2. A plan for responsible troop withdrawal that accounts for the real risk of escalating violence
and human rights violations if this process is rushed; 



3. Protection of women’s and girls' rights, including their unconditional right to education,
during and after the peace negotiations, as a core part of the commitment made to Afghanistan
by the international community. 

Canada must stand by its commitment to Afghanistan, and in solidarity with the Afghan
people. Thank you for your time and attention in reading this letter.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth May O.C., M.P.
Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada

cc: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
Hon. Karina Gould, Minister of International Development
Hon. Maryam Monsef, Minister for Women and Gender Equality and Rural Economic
Dev.


