
The Honourable Marc Garneau
Minister of Transport
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
K1A 0A6

November 3, 2020

Re: March 30th collision between two freighters on the South Coast of British Columbia,
Interim Protocol for the Use of Southern BC Anchorages

Dear Minister,

I am writing to you regarding an incident in March of which you are already aware. On
March 30th, a 200 m freighter pulled anchor and collided with another freighter in
Plumper Sound, Between Saturna and South Pender Islands. The collision caused one
freighter to puncture the hull of the other. This could have resulted in an oil spill in the
Southern Gulf Islands, a fragile ecosystem home to the endangered Southern Resident
Killer Whale (SRKW).

I have written to you personally and formally many times about the Interim Protocol
for the use of Southern BC Anchorages. I cannot say that these giant freighters have
overstayed their welcome in the Salish Sea, for they were never welcome there. The
vessels themselves pollute the environment and destroy the sea bed. They also disturb
residents of the Southern Gulf Islands with light and noise pollution. Local First
Nations were not consulted on the locations of the anchorage site, even though the
freighters occupy their traditional territory.

Transport Canada created the Interim Protocol for the use of Southern BC Anchorages
with totally inadequate parameters. I find it difficult to believe that anyone at TC



expected incoming freighter crews to adhere to voluntary measures to reduce light and
noise pollution. By the time my constituents’ complaints are registered and relayed to
the right person, the vessel in question has moved on and another replaces it, it’s crew
equally uninvested in the well-being of the area in which it temporarily finds itself, and
the process starts again from the beginning.

I echo the concerns of Peter Luckham, Chair of the Islands Trust Council, who wrote to
you about this issue on April 24, 2020, and ask you to conduct a Transportation Safety
Board Investigation into the March 30th collision in Plumper Sound. And I reiterate Mr.
Luckham’s request on behalf of my constituent, to end the Interim Protocol for the use
of Southern BC Anchorages, address the root cause of overcrowding in the Port of
Vancouver, and remove the freighters from the Salish Sea.

I wonder if you have approved the approach taken by Australia. I believe you and
cabinet colleagues, the Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, the Honourable Bernadette
Jordan, and the Honourable Marc Miller will find much in Australia’s approach that we
should emulate.

Thank you and I await your response.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth May, O.C.
Member of Parliament
Saanich-Gulf Islands
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada

CC: The Honourable Marc Miller
The Honourable Bernadette Jordan

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson




