
 

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault  
Minister of Environment and Climate Change  
House of Commons  
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A A06 

January 20, 2022 
 
Dear Minister Guilbeault, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Canada’s transition to a zero-emission future for light-duty and 
heavy-duty vehicles and engines, in the context of informing Canada’s Emissions Reduction Plan (ERP). The 
following comments are to be seen as supplementary to the recent submission made by the Green Party of 
Canada – including the interim leader and president of the Green Party of Canada, Green Members of 
Parliament, and Green Party shadow cabinet climate experts – in response to the engagement on Canada’s 
ERP.  
 
As does the Green Party of Canada’s submission, this document emphasizes the failure in Canada’s climate 
plan to meet our Paris Agreement target of holding to no more than a 1.5 degrees C increase in global average 
temperature. Evidence of this failure is seen in Canada’s current Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) 
of 40 – 45% below 2005 levels by 2030. This target is too low to meet our Paris commitment. Canada must set 
the goal of 60% reductions below 2005 levels by 2030.  
 
The failure is also seen in the current business-as-usual approach of incrementalism and the way in which the 
federal government has abandoned the Paris goal and replaced it with the intention to achieve net-zero by 
2050. If ambitious action is not taken during this decisive decade, and in the years leading up to 2050, net-zero 
by 2050 will be surrender. This submission offers recommendations for how the Canadian transportation 
sector, specifically light-duty and heavy-duty vehicles and engines, can circumvent the business-as-usual 
approach and be put on a path that aligns with our Paris commitment to hold to no more than a 1.5 degrees C 
increase in global average temperature.  
 
Decarbonize by 2030 
Decarbonizing transport by 2030 is doable and essential. The federal government must ensure that all new 
vehicles sold in Canada are zero-emission by 2030. A national modeling study conducted by your department 
found that if all new cars and SUVs sold by 2030 were 100% electric, GHG emissions could be reduced by 33 
million tonnes (Mt) per year, and if 75-80% of all new trucks were electrified by 2030, GHG emissions could be 
reduced by 30 Mt per year. Combined, these reductions (63 Mt) represent 34% of the GHG emissions from 
Canada’s transportation sector (185 Mt in 2018) and 8.6% of the GHGs from all human activity in Canada (729 



 

Mt in 2018).1 The proposed policy of achieving a zero-emission future for light-duty vehicles by 2035 must be 
replaced by the goal to achieve zero-emissions by 2030.   
 
We must accelerate the retirement of the internal combustion engine through tax incentives to switch to EV’s 
starting immediately. The government must offer financial incentives for new and used ZEVs that target 
lower- and middle-income Canadians. With social benefits estimated at $9,850 for each electric vehicle that 
replaces a gas-powered car, and with the accompanying health savings, these benefits far outweigh the $5,000 
rebate currently being offered by the federal government to encourage the transition.2  
 
Canada must boost our domestic production of electric – and potentially other – zero-carbon vehicles. We 
must also be realistic about the opportunity for a car battery sector. The reality is that we are far behind other 
industry competitors. However, the federal government could provide funding and tax breaks for existing 
Canadian plants to re-tool. An adjacent opportunity where we might find a global niche is in electric battery 
powered commercial air travel, as pioneered by Harbour Air in British Columbia.  
 
CAFE standards  
The Canadian government must regulate vehicles to meet the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards. These standards regulate how far vehicles 
must travel on a gallon of fuel. The NHTSA sets CAFE standards for light-duty vehicles, as well as fuel 
consumption standards for medium- and heavy-duty trucks and engines. The Canadian government must 
adopt these standards. There must be mandatory fuel standards that require suppliers to reduce the carbon 
intensity of the fuels they sell and provide credits for alternative fuels, such as electricity.  
 
A national electricity grid, EV charging stations, and public transport  
The federal government must decarbonize all electricity and connect all regions and provinces through a 
robust electricity grid, allowing for storage and flexibility in transferring renewably-sourced electricity from 
one place to another. The cleaner the electricity grid, the greater the emissions reduction. Discussion of a North 
American interconnected grid has been underway for two decades. Twenty years ago, the North American 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation led a tri-partite effort to review the potential for renewable 
electricity wheeling through jurisdictions and produced this report. 
 
The federal government must prioritize investments in EV charging infrastructure. I am aware of the Zero 
Emission Vehicle Infrastructure Program (ZEVIP), the 5-year $280 million program to address the lack of 
charging and refuelling stations in Canada. These are the type of welcomed investments that we should be 
making across Canada, both in rural and urban centres and along highways.  
 
Public transport must be made affordable, reliable, and low carbon within cities and between them, with 
investments made by the federal government in bus and rail. So far, major federal funding for public transport 
has been limited to transport within our cities. VIA Rail funding enhancements have been limited to the 
Windsor-Quebec Corridor.  
 
Significant gaps exist across Canada where no public transport exists, other than flying. Unlike Amtrak in the 
United States, VIA Rail has no legislative framework nor mandate. During this session of Parliament, we must 
legislate a mandate for VIA Rail to deliver safe, reliable, low-carbon, affordable passenger transportation 
across Canada. Our rail network must be supplemented by affordable, low-carbon bus service. Meeting this 
need is also required by the Calls for Justice of the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls final 

 
1 Environment and Climate Change Canada (2021) Canadian Environmental Sustainability Indicators: Greenhouse gas emissions. Consulted on January 

20, 2022. Available at: www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/greenhouse-gasemissions.html. 
2 Environmental Defence and the OPHA. 2020. Clearing the Air. Analysis conducted by Dr. Marianne Hatzopoulou and Laura Minet leading a team 
from the University of Toronto’s Transportation and Air Quality Research Group (TRAQ). June. 

http://www.cec.org/files/documents/publications/959-environmental-challenges-and-opportunities-evolving-north-american-electricity-en.pdf


 

report. It is an element of reconciliation, as was recently and specifically underscored by the September 
decision of the Appeals Division of the British Columbia Supreme Court on the E&N railways lands.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.  

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Elizabeth May, O.C. 
Member of Parliament 
Saanich-Gulf Islands 
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
 
 


