Petition to the House of Commons

Implement Proportional Representation

Whereas:

Canada’s First Past the Post (FPTP) voting system produces election results that do not
reflect the will of voters;

This has contributed to increasing polarization, voter cynicism, and declining faith in
government;

In 2016, Parliament established the Special Committee on Electoral Reform (ERRE),
which held extensive public consultations and recommended that Canada adopt a
proportional representation voting system;

The recommendations of the Committee were not implemented, despite an election
commitment to reform, which has further eroded public trust;

The structural flaws of Canada’s voting system are a critical vulnerability in an era of
rising authoritarianism, creating conditions that can be exploited to destabilize
democratic institutions and undermine national security; and

Implementing proportional representation is the most effective step the government can
take to safeguard Canada’s democracy now, and for future generations.

We, the undersigned, citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the House of Commons to:

Acknowledge that Canada has already completed the consultation phase on electoral
reform through the work of the Special Committee on Electoral Reform;

Commit to implementing a proportional-representation voting system before the next
federal election;

Establish an independent, non-partisan commission to determine the best proportional
model for Canada and oversee its implementation; and

Provide for a confirmatory referendum after two general elections under the new system.
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Guidelines
1. Must have at least 25 original signatures with valid addresses (we
recommend 30+ to be safe);
2. Must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not
pasted, taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it;
3. Must have at least 3 valid signatures and addresses on the first page after the
full text of the petition (again, more is better if they can be fit);
4. Must include the prayer line (the request) of the petition on each subsequent
page;
The text must not be altered or have any text added on any of the pages;
Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition;
Should contain signatures of residents of Canada only;
There 1s no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition;
If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be
noted on the petition and the note signed by a witness. Aside from this
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exception, you can only sign for yourself;

10.No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in
hardcopy; and,

11.Petitions can be either double-sided or have a blank back page.

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to:

Elizabeth May, M.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
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