
 

 

Adam Vaughan 

Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Families, Children and Social Development 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, K1A 0A6 

 

August 10, 2020 

 

 

RE: Letter of Support for Federal Funding for a Provincial Capital Housing Strategy for Modular Housing 

in British Columbia 

 

Dear Parliamentary Secretary Vaughan,  

 

It is my pleasure to write a letter to support the call for the Federal Government to support the Government of 
British Columbia to develop a capital strategy for homelessness during and after the COVID-19 pandemic. 

This pandemic has illustrated the need for integrated support for vulnerable populations. The closures of 
shelters, food banks and physical and mental health facilities has pushed many onto the streets where physical 
distancing is not always possible, increasing their vulnerability not only to the Coronavirus but also to drug 
overdoses. A lack of access to key harm reduction sites and restricted social networks has contributed to 
unforeseen death rates in British Columbia. 

The Provincial Government has committed that no person who is being temporarily sheltered during the 
pandemic will be returned to the street, temporary housing projects are currently providing medical and 
mental health services. Before the pandemic hit, almost 1,500 were experiencing homelessness in the Greater 
Victoria Area. A capital housing strategy is desperately needed to alleviate some of the worst socio-economic 
symptoms of COVID-19. The City of Vancouver successfully built 600 units of modular housing in 17 months. 
These units use less materials and can be built quickly. They provide access to 24/7 support services such as 
health care, counselling, income assistance and harm reduction supplies, while providing residents with 
stability to help rebuild their lives. 

This housing initiative was provincially funded and completed in collaboration with the City of Vancouver in 
order to secure the land required, as part of the plan to build 2,000 modular homes across the province. It is 
time for the Federal Government to support the efforts by the Government of British Columbia with capital 



funds to purchase motels and develop modular housing. The $40 billion allocated to the National Housing 
Strategy can be used for this. 

While COVID-19 had brought unprecedented hardship to many, it has also brought opportunities for all levels 
of government to come together and invest in the welfare of Canadians. Matching funds from the Federal 
Government will provide an opportunity to address the homelessness and opioid crises impacting our 
province. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Elizabeth May, O.C. 

Member of Parliament 

Saanich-Gulf Islands 

Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada 

 

 

 
 

Paul Manly 

Member of Parliament 

Nanaimo-Ladysmith  

 

Cc: Lisa Helps, Mayor of the City of Victoria  

Ryan Windsor, Mayor of Central Saanich 


