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“A woman is a man's farm, and service to man is obligatory on her,  
not education (...)"1  

- Neda Mohammad Nadeem, Taliban Minister of Higher Education 
 
 

OPEN LETTER TO THE MUSLIM AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITIES 
ON TALIBAN’S SUSPENSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR AFGHAN 

WOMEN 
 

1. On behalf of the SAHR Coalition of Afghan Legal Experts (CALE),2 we write this open letter 
to Muslim and International communities calling for joint action to engage with the Taliban 
through political and religious dialogue to end their persecution of Afghan women under 
the name of Islam.  
 

2. 19th December was a dark day for Afghan women. Our colleagues and friends shared the 
shocking news that the Taliban’s Ministry of Higher Education had ordered the immediate 
suspension of women’s higher education. The Dean of the Law Faculty of a Kabul-based 
University notified our colleagues:  
 

“The Taliban closed the gates of the universities. In this decision even the 
universities are not allowed to issue diplomas to female students. On Saturday, all 
female professors were dismissed.” 

 
3. This order was shortly followed by an additional order on 22 December 2022, to all central 

and provincial directorates of the Ministry of Education to suspend schools and courses 
for girls above the 6th grade. 

 
1 Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/nedamohammadnad/status/1605443835903250434?s=46&t=xFLpBnQRcWUwwFheYy-4hA 
 
2 CALE is a platform established in September 2021 by SAHR, to bring together judges, prosecutors, human rights 
defenders and lawyers to exchange perspectives on the barriers and opportunities for women’s access to justice in 
Afghanistan. www.sa-hr.org  

https://twitter.com/nedamohammadnad/status/1605443835903250434?s=46&t=xFLpBnQRcWUwwFheYy-4hA
http://www.sa-hr.org/
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4. In a TV interview, Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem, explained 4 

reasons for the suspension of women’s education:  
a. The students were not observing the Taliban’s mandatory hijab; 
b. Students were traveling to other provinces to study and living in dormitories, which 

he considered  illegal under Islam; 
c. Women were studying in faculties that they did not need an education in. 
d. Mixing of women and men in universities would lead to prostitution.3  

 
5. The news left many female students in despair and hopeless. Soon after, we received 

reports from some of the students from Kabul University that 4 female students (2 from 
Nangarhar and 2 from Mazar-e-Sharif) committed suicide. 

 
Today everyone in Afghanistan cried. The students, teachers, fathers, mothers, 
journalists, old people and young. Today was only the day of ignorance for 
ignorance,” says “NE”, a law student at Kabul University.  
 
“Before they killed people by bombing. Now, they are killing people by fear”, says 
KH, a human rights lawyer. 
 
“My daughter got an A Grade for her exams. My family wished me congratulations 
but I don't know what will happen to my daughter. The Taliban have closed all 
schools and private educational centers. What will happen next year after the 
winter school holidays, we don’t know?,” says the relative of one of our colleagues 
who co-wrote this open letter. 

 
6. One of our colleagues, a law graduate and teacher at a private girls’ school, explained that 

they had done everything the Taliban asked them to do, just so that they could give their 
students an education - but in denying girls and women  education the Taliban had gone 
too far. 
 

“When the Taliban told us that girls cannot attend classes with boys, it had to be 
accepted. When the Taliban prohibited us from wearing our own hijab and imposed 
on us a certain hijab, it had to be accepted. When the Taliban prohibited us from 
going out without mahram, it had to be accepted. But when they denied our 
education, this is completely unacceptable.” 

 
7. The feeling in the city was cold and guarded. One of our colleagues shared what he saw as 

he passed by Kabul University: 

 
3 Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605974899532500994?s=20&t=Npbabjg2jIiG1x6g28g7DQ 
 

https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605974899532500994?s=20&t=Npbabjg2jIiG1x6g28g7DQ
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“Taliban forces were stationed in front of the schools and university gates in Kabul 
with heavy military equipment and tanks. Their finger was on the trigger of the gun, 
ready to shoot. I was ashamed as a man how we ended up treating our women like 
this. ”   

 
8. People also reported that the Taliban were activated across Kabul to repress 

demonstrations and additional soldiers were deployed to 12 designated areas of Kabul to 
suppress demonstrations. According to a report by Hasht-e-Subh newspaper, local 
representatives and mosque imams were told to warn people during their sermons to 
control their wives and daughters and that the people had to accept the order of the 
Supreme Leader.4 

 
9. Hasht-e-sub newspaper also reported that a board, led by a representative of the Taliban's 

Ministry of Vice and Virtue, was appointed to monitor the implementation of the new 
order.5   
 

10. The use of military deployment, artillery, tanks, installation of soldiers and the appointment 
of board to implement the order shocked the entire nation.   
 

11. People protested in their own ways. At least 60 male university teachers submitted their 
immediate resignation in universities across the country.  In Nangarhar Medical University, 
male students also left their classrooms in solidarity.6  A professor of mathematics at Kabul 
University, Obaidullah Wardak, made a powerful statement. He said:  
 

“I have served the faculty of mathematics and its students for over 10 years (...) I 
don’t wish to continue working somewhere where there is an organized 
discrimination against innocent and talented girls of this country by those in 
power.”7 

 
4 8 am Newspaper, 'Taliban audio file: severely suppress protests and warn people to control their women', 23 
December 2022. Link:https://8am.media/taliban-audio-file-severely-suppress-protests-and-warn-people-to-control-
their-women/  
 
5 8 am Newspaper, ‘A representative of the Ministry of Public Affairs in the Taliban Cabinet  supervises the 
implementation of the decree banning the education of girls’, 23 December 2022 
Link:https://8am.media/abruzart-of-the-taliban-cabinet-a-representative-of-the-ministry-of-public-affairs-supervises-
the-implementation-of-the-decree-banning-the-education-of-girls/  
 
6 Nilofar Ayoubi Twitter handle:  
 https://twitter.com/NilofarAyoubi/status/1605510392544776192  
 
7 Obaidullah Wardak Twitter handle: https://twitter.com/Obaidwardak7/status/1606175547205132288 
 
The universities listed were: Nangarhar University,  Helmand University, Balkh University, Kabul Polytechnic 
University, Kabul University,  Kandahar University, Kunduz University, Paktia University, Takhar University, Bamiyan 
University, Jahan University, Ghalib O Jami private university and Afghan Private University. 

https://8am.media/taliban-audio-file-severely-suppress-protests-and-warn-people-to-control-their-women/
https://8am.media/taliban-audio-file-severely-suppress-protests-and-warn-people-to-control-their-women/
https://8am.media/abruzart-of-the-taliban-cabinet-a-representative-of-the-ministry-of-public-affairs-supervises-the-implementation-of-the-decree-banning-the-education-of-girls/
https://8am.media/abruzart-of-the-taliban-cabinet-a-representative-of-the-ministry-of-public-affairs-supervises-the-implementation-of-the-decree-banning-the-education-of-girls/
https://twitter.com/NilofarAyoubi/status/1605510392544776192
https://twitter.com/Obaidwardak7/status/1606175547205132288
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12. We received copies of 3 resignation letters by professors at Kabul University International 

Center for Theoretical Physics and Kabul Polytechnic University. Each letter carried a 
powerful message:  
 

“I resign from my sacred duty as a professor in protest against the deprivation of 
Afghan women and girls from education. Systemic gender discrimination against a 
large group of society and depriving them of the right to education is never 
acceptable. I will not serve in a government that does not respect the basic rights 
of women.” 
  
“(...) I protest against the closing of education gates and systematic discrimination 
against a huge group of Afghan society, women, and girls. I resign from the sacred 
duty of a professor, while the basic rights of half of the population are being 
violated.”  
 
“It is the same as treason, I hope you agree with the approval of this (resignation) 
letter.” 

 
13. Male students at the Urban Planning Department of the Faculty of Civil Engineering at 

Kabul Polytechnic University also protested against the ban on girls' education. In a letter 
to the president of Kabul Polytechnic University, Hasht-e-Subh reported that the students 
will not attend classes until the ban on girls' education is lifted and the doors of educational 
institutions are fully opened for women and girls.8 

 
14. One of our male colleagues, a Shariah expert and teacher of law denied the Taliban’s use 

of Islam to justify their decisions: 
 

“What the Taliban says is not Islam. It is their own belief, based on their ruler’s 
ideology. It is not even part of Afghan culture, but a culture which is initiated by 
them. Is this Islam that because of hijab, that the rights of education are denied?”  

 
15. The impact of the order on women educators and students was devastating. A female 

lecturer of law at Kabul University who was also shocked by the sudden nature of the 
Taliban’s order said:  
 

 
 
See also: https://amu.tv/29059/  
8 8 am Newspaper, ‘Dozens of students boycotted classes at the Polytechnic University, 23 December 2022. 
Link: https://8am.media/dozens-of-students-boycotted-classes-at-the-polytechnic-university/  

https://amu.tv/29059/
https://8am.media/dozens-of-students-boycotted-classes-at-the-polytechnic-university/
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“My students keep messaging me. They prepared themselves to defend their end-
of-year monograph. Even after the order was passed, they still asked me: can we 
come to defend our monograph? I didn't even know how to respond to them.” 

 
16. A teacher from a girls’ high school expressed her pain recalling the March 2022 order when 

girls returning to their high schools after the winter break found their education suspended: 
 

“I could not stand on my feet and all of my body was shaking. The students were 
shouting, crying, some were in shock and in silence with pale colour across their 
faces. I did not have a response to their question: why can’t they go to school and 
university? It was heartbreaking for me to see them with a lot of hope, then they 
were suddenly sent back home.”  

 
17. A colleague at  our sister organisation, a father of a 15-year old girl also recalled: 

 
My daughter told me ‘I don’t need new clothes (...)  but papa can you buy me a new 
uniform and please a longer one because I don’t want the Taliban to bother me’. I 
bought some new cloth. We went to a tailor shop to sew her uniform. She tried the 
uniform and was very happy. She prepared to sleep early the night before and went 
to school with a fresh mood. Then she was told to go home. Schools are closed. 
That day she came home, she went to bed, put the blanket over herself, and did not 
speak with anyone.”  

 
18. Across social media, students from Afghanistan and civil society criticized the decision, 

shaming the Taliban for misusing Islam. The Taliban however gave a strict warning against 
speaking out in opposition. In a TV interview, Nadeem warned: 
 

“Anyone who opposes the decision is a rebel, and the punishment for rebellion is 
clear in Islam.”9 

 
19. Responding to this, one of our colleagues, “AY” who is a Shariah expert and educator said:  

 
“The first verse that was revealed in the Qur'an is “Iqra”, meaning, to read. Islam 
makes no distinction between men's and women's obligation to seek knowledge.” 

 
20. Mohammad Haseeb Azimi, a professor from a private university, released a video of himself 

saying that the women students had complied with all the requirements of the Taliban but 
the excuses of the Taliban did not end: 
 

 
9  Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605974899532500994?s=20&t=Npbabjg2jIiG1x6g28g7DQ 
 

https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605974899532500994?s=20&t=Npbabjg2jIiG1x6g28g7DQ
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“The Taliban's excuse was because of the hijab, (so) the girls wore the hijab. At first, 
it was about wearing a mask, (so) the students observed wearing the mask. Later, 
they chose the color of the hijab and the students wore black hijab. Then they 
banned the wearing of (tight) pants, the students wore loose pants. The last 
condition was that women who wear belts should not tie their belts so that their 
bodies are not exposed. Students accepted all conditions.10 

21. Several Muslim leaders have condemned the ban. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu called the ban “neither Islamic nor humane.” He said:  

“What harm is there in women’s education? What harm does it do to Afghanistan? 
Is there an Islamic explanation? On the contrary, our religion, Islam, is not against 
education, on the contrary, it encourages education and science.” 

22. The Saudi Foreign Ministry said they were “astonished” and “regretful” at the Taliban’s 
decision saying  that: 

“Afghan women must be given their full legal rights, foremost of which is the right 
to education, which contributes to supporting security, stability, development and 
prosperity for Afghanistan and its brotherly people.” 

23. State of Qatar also expressed the same:  

“As a Muslim country in which women enjoy all their rights, especially education, 
the State of Qatar calls on the Afghan caretaker government to review its decision 
in line with the teachings of the Islamic religion concerning women’s rights.” 

24. On 22 Dec 2022, in response to the above statements, particularly those made by  Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia, Nadeem tweeted:   

"We want pure Islam, not like Turkey and Saudi Arabia (...) Even in the Qur'an and 
hadiths, no one can prove the necessity of learning "modern sciences'' for women. 
I challenge (those) who are against the decision of the Supreme Leader.” 

25. Though Nadeem’s decision left Afghan women in shock, the laws, decrees and public 
pronouncements rolling back the rights of women, foretold that in time, even women’s 
higher education would be banned. Back in October 2022, Nadeem condemned women’s 

 
10 Afghanistan International newspaper Twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/AFIntlBrk/status/1606197850962104321?s=20&t=gwQeX04VzzE7xitEegBFEw 
 

https://twitter.com/AFIntlBrk/status/1606197850962104321?s=20&t=gwQeX04VzzE7xitEegBFEw
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education as a “culture of foreigners (...) brought to Afghanistan by Amanullah Khan and 
Zahir Shah.11 
 

26. Across Afghanistan and the international community, there’s a sense of hopelessness as 
neither political and humanitarian incentives nor threats have been effective. In his speech 
of 21 Dec 2022, Nadeem expressed:  

"We are not affected by anyone and don't care about anyone. I say it clearly and by 
the announcement that we can implement Allah's religion in the land. (...) I don't 
accept prostitution of women in the name of education.”12 

“We can respond to anybody like men (bravely) because we won the ground (battle) 
like men (bravely), we sacrificed our lives, we won by our blood and Jihad, and by 
our faith and honor.”13  

27. As we receive more and more credible reports of education being used as an instrument 
for propagating jihad, it is becoming clear that the ban on women’s higher education is part 
of a larger project to ideologized education in Afghanistan.14 On 21 December 2022, 
Nadeem announced: 
 

"A new jihad curriculum will be announced for all universities.”15  
 

28. On another occasion, when questioned about the importance of merit-based selection of 
teachers, his response was: those who were “honoured with a Turban (meaning completed 
the religious education) and “spent the (past) twenty years in fatigue (fighting)…..now you 
are telling them to take the exam!?” He then states: 

 
11 8am newspaper, ‘Acting Taliban Minister of Education: sending girls to school is the culture of foreigners,’ 23 
December 2022. 
Link:https://8am.media/acting-minister-of-education-of-the-taliban-sending-girls-to-school-is-the-culture-of-
foreigners/?fbclid=IwAR0cESeiV4xQ9ulJZm5mkIxJn98Q_fhv6Z4Da688_TprqaZPUDK04b9w6Dg 
12   Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605549795166146560?s=20&t=qiO-KN2dcgV-gi-SpFlzmQ  
 
13   Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605549795166146560?s=20&t=mZ_IIhgM3MD8gM1vcS_XUA 
 
14 8am newspaper, ‘Spreading and institutionalizing extremist thinking among students in schools and then recruiting 
soldiers among them’ 22 December 2022 
Link:https://8am.media/educational-curriculum-a-powerful-tool-in-the-hands-of-the-taliban-to-spread-extremist-
thinking/  
 
15   Taliban Minister of Higher Education, Neda Mohammad Nadeem twitter handle: 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605419970971795457?s=20&t=mZ_IIhgM3MD8gM1vcS_XUA 
 
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605541315520839680 
 

https://8am.media/acting-minister-of-education-of-the-taliban-sending-girls-to-school-is-the-culture-of-foreigners/?fbclid=IwAR0cESeiV4xQ9ulJZm5mkIxJn98Q_fhv6Z4Da688_TprqaZPUDK04b9w6Dg
https://8am.media/acting-minister-of-education-of-the-taliban-sending-girls-to-school-is-the-culture-of-foreigners/?fbclid=IwAR0cESeiV4xQ9ulJZm5mkIxJn98Q_fhv6Z4Da688_TprqaZPUDK04b9w6Dg
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605549795166146560?s=20&t=qiO-KN2dcgV-gi-SpFlzmQ
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605549795166146560?s=20&t=mZ_IIhgM3MD8gM1vcS_XUA
https://8am.media/educational-curriculum-a-powerful-tool-in-the-hands-of-the-taliban-to-spread-extremist-thinking/
https://8am.media/educational-curriculum-a-powerful-tool-in-the-hands-of-the-taliban-to-spread-extremist-thinking/
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605419970971795457?s=20&t=mZ_IIhgM3MD8gM1vcS_XUA
https://twitter.com/NedaMohammadNad/status/1605541315520839680
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Their privilege level is that the more mines they have planted, the more they are 
privileged."16  

 
29. Women's education is a religious right and is central to achieving the goals of an Islamic 

government. Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) says, "Seek knowledge from the cradle to the 
grave." If in Islam, education is central to women’s religious rights, then, the ban on girls’ 
education is un-Islamic and only part of a systematic and ideological policy to erase women 
and girls from society.  
 

30. It should be recalled that the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh)’s wife Aisha was responsible for 
narrating 2210 ahadith (the Prophet’s life and sayings) in her lifetime and was given the 
title al-Siddiqah, meaning 'the one who affirms the truth'. She was known for her 
remarkable memory, great intellect and command over subjects such as inheritance, 
history, literature, genealogy and medicine. She also established the first Islamic school for 
women in her home, teaching both men and women.  Abu Musa al-Ashari, a companion of 
the Prophet (PBUH) said: “If we companions of the Messenger of God had any difficulty on a 
matter, we asked Aisha about it.” It was through Aisha that Islam came to be historicised in 
writing.  
 

31. Drawing on these Islamic traditions, Humaira AR who is leading SAHR Coalition of Afghan 
Legal Experts calls on other Muslim countries to take more serious and coordinated steps 
jointly with each other to hold political and religious dialogue with the Taliban.  
 

“Our country must not be allowed to become, for a second time, the only nation in 
the world to deny women and girls their right to education. We Afghans have given 
so much of ourselves to come this far. We women and men together have created 
a foundation for a fairer and more just society. Now in our time of crisis we call 
upon all nations to support the empowerment of women and girls and restore 
education for all women and girls of all ages. It is the key to sustainable economic 
development and political security in our country and throughout the world.”  

 
16 8 am Newspaper, Taliban Minister of Education: A student who laid mines deserves more points, 5 December 2022. 
https://fb.watch/hdrXeidpuk/ 

https://fb.watch/hdrXeidpuk/

