
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Honourable Marc Garneau 
Minister of Transport 
House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4 
 

December 11, 2020 
 
Dear Minister Garneau, 
 
I am writing today to provide feedback to the proposal of creating a long-term owner-
financed vessel remediation fund as a part of the abandoned vessel program. I am grateful 
for this parliamentary consultation opportunity.  
 
As you will know from many meetings and my advocacy for legislation and additional 
resources for the clean up and removal of abandoned vessels, the issue of derelict vessels is 
pressing for Canadian coastal communities, including communities within my own riding. I 
support the proposal of a long-term owner-financed vessel remediation fund. There is no 
guarantee that the owners of abandoned vessels will be tracked down and asked to pay for 
the cleanup of their boats. The burden tends to fall on municipalities. For example, 
fibreglass vessels cannot be recycled, so municipalities are stuck with hauling these vessels 
to the dump. There are very significant issues with this. A remediation fund will enable 
Transport Canada to aid communities with the management and disposal of derelict 
vessels. 
 
As you may recall, I submitted amendments to the legislation in the last session of 
parliament, Bill C-64, to include mandatory registration of vessels, so that ownership could 
be tracked. This amendment dealt with vessels left unattended for a period of 90 
consecutive days. In the Gulf Islands, abandoned fibreglass vessels become dilapidated. We 
have a housing crisis that leads people to live in unsafe, derelict vessels, and they are not 
only eyesores, they are dangerous. My amendments also required mandatory insurance to 
be used for removal. In the case of a Canadian vessel of 20 gross tonnage and above, the 
vessel must not operate unless it carries a certificate described in the Wreck Removal 
Convention. Vessels must be required, if they are 20 gross tons, to carry insurance 
requirements. According to Transport Canada's information, if this were applied to 



 

Canadian vessels, it would mean a further 10,000 vessels would be required to maintain 
wreck removal insurance. The approach of creating a fund is similar to what I advocated, 
but may prove less effective.  
 
Considering that this parliamentary consultation submission only gave members of 
parliament eleven days to respond, I was only able to receive a limited amount of feedback 
from locally impacted groups, associations and individual constituents on the question of a 
long-term owner-financed vessel remediation fund. I plan to engage more thoroughly with 
these groups in the coming weeks and include their feedback in my submission response to 
the consultation a “Public Consultation on Modernizing the Pleasure Craft Licensing 
Program.”  
 
I would like to share feedback provided by the Saanich Inlet Protection Society (SIPS),  
a local organization involved with the abandoned vessel issue, on the proposal of a long-
term owner-financed vessel remediation fund. 
 
Transport Canada Proposals for Pleasure Boat Licensing and Funding Removal of 
Abandoned and Derelict Boats  
 
These two proposals address in part the problem of vessels of concern (VoC) in coastal 
waters. Without licensing those affected by VoC have no knowledge of the boat owner and 
are often unable to recover costs associated with the vessel. But knowing the owner is only 
the first step. The proposal to create a fund dedicated for remediation of VoC is also 
necessary but does nothing to prevent the accumulation of newly abandoned vessels. SIPS 
supports both these initiatives but strongly urges you to consider a comprehensive 
program that follows the recommendations of the Pacific States / British Columbia Oil Spill 
Task Force, Abandoned and Derelict Vessels Work Group, White Paper, “The Current State 
of Abandoned and Derelict Vessels on the West Coast”.1  
 
The white paper recommends five programmatic elements:  
1. Authority  
2. Funding  
3. Removal and Deconstruction  
4. Prevention  
5. Public Outreach and Education  
 
Transport Canada’s proposal to create a dedicated remediation fund responds in part to 
element #2 and the pleasure boat licensing proposal responds in part to element #4, 
prevention. We urgently need a comprehensive approach.  
 
We strongly urge Transport Canada and the Canadian Coast Guard to review the white 
paper and work jointly with the Province of British Columbia to create a holistic response 
to the issues of Abandoned and Derelict Vessels in our coastal waters. Such an approach 
should address all five programmatic elements identified in the white paper.  

 
1 http://oilspilltaskforce.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/ADV-White-Paper-FINAL.pdf 



 

 
Prepared and Approved by SIPS Board of Directors, December 2020 

Please consider the recommendations given by SIPS. Many thanks for this consultation 

opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
Elizabeth May O.C., M.P.  
Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands  
Parliamentary Leader of the Green Party of Canada 
 


