Petition to the Government of Canada

Ensure the Right to Housing

Whereas:

e Housing is a fundamental human right that is recognized under international human rights
law;

e Everyone should be able to afford a safe, dignified place to call home, but the housing
crisis has made housing unaffordable for many;
The number of people living unsheltered has increased across the country;
Large corporate investors and Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs) are rapidly buying
up affordable housing units and increasing rents to maximize their profits;

e Decades of underinvestment by all levels of government have left a shortage of
affordable rental housing across the country.

We, the undersigned call upon the Government of Canada to:

Increase long-term federal funding to create more non-profit and co-op housing;
Fight the financialization of housing by regulating REITs and limiting the influence of
large corporate investors in the housing market;

e Remove the corporate tax exemption for REITs to ensure they pay their fair share of
taxes, using the revenue to fund affordable housing;
Protect tenant rights by creating national rent control standards;
Make home ownership more attainable through a Home Buyer's Bill of Rights, ending
blind bidding and giving buyers the right to a home inspection.
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Guidelines
1. Must have at least 25 original signatures with valid addresses (we
recommend 30+ to be safe);
2. Must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not
pasted, taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it;
3. Must have at least 3 valid signatures and addresses on the first page after the
full text of the petition (again, more is better if they fit);
4. Must include the prayer line (the request) of the petition on each subsequent
page;
The text must not be altered or have any text added on any of the pages;
Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition;
Should contain signatures of residents of Canada only;
There 1s no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition;
If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be
noted on the petition and the note signed by a witness. Aside from this
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exception, you can only sign for yourself;

10.No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in
hardcopy; and,

11.Petitions can be either double-sided or have a blank back page.

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to:

Elizabeth May, M.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
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