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June 13, 2022

Elizabeth May, M.P., O.C. Mike Morrice, M.P.
Saanich—Gulf Islands Kitchener Centre
elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca mike.morrice@parl.gc.ca

Dear Elizabeth May and Mike Morrice:

The Honourable Mona Fortier, President of the Treasury Board, has forwarded to me a
copy of your correspondence of May 30, 2022, regarding the implementation of the
2 Billion Trees (2BT) program. Thank you for your keen interest in this program; | share
your sentiments that Canada must plant two billion incremental trees and our Government
is on track to deliver on this commitment.

The ten-year 2BT program launched in February 2021. The planting of two billion trees
across Canada is intended to achieve several objectives:

e reducing greenhouse gas emissions;

e restoring habitat for species at risk;

e increasing forest resilience to climate change; and
e supporting biodiversity and human wellbeing.

| assure you that 1, my team, and officials at Natural Resources Canada are working
diligently to ensure that the above objectives are attained.

With respect to the concerns outlined in your letter, allow me to address each of them in
turn. | agree with the source of your concern, and am confident that the approach to this
program will prove satisfactory.

1. “A misunderstanding of Constitutional issues.”

You wrote in your letter that “any planting of trees for the purposes of carbon sequestration,
by definition, cannot involve logging...Planting trees to sequester carbon is not an
‘exclusively’ provincial head of power.” Your concern, as | understand it, is that working
with the provinces will not result in optimum carbon benefits since provinces and territories
may have other objectives.

| fully agree that the trees planted under this program should be maintained over the long
term towards maximizing greenhouse gas and biodiversity benefits. The 2BT program does
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not support projects that regenerate forests as part of business-as-usual commercial forestry
activities, and all supported projects are for planting that is incremental to current legally
required tree-planting activities.

In this context, | also believe there is a constructive role for the provinces and territories to
play in this initiative. | am pleased to report that we are moving towards an Agreement in
Principle with several partner jurisdictions under the program’s provinces and territories
stream. The full Agreement, when signed, will demonstrate their commitments to the
previously-stated program objectives, prior to project commencement. With this in hand,
I look forward to continued work with my counterparts to ensure the successful delivery of
this program.

2. “The inherent bias of every provincial department regulating forestry.”

You wrote in your letter: “Industrial forest operations, when planting is done, follow a set
prescription of herbicide application followed by planting a monoculture of even-aged
coniferous forests.” Your concern, as | understand it, is that this approach is not compatible
with a climate and nature program such as 2BT and that taking a forestry approach in
general to the 2BT program is inappropriate because the reforesting practices of forestry
companies are not compatible with the stated objectives of this program.

As stated in addressing your first concern, our work with the provinces and territories on
the 2BT program is not being done under the auspices of commercial industrial operations.
Our Agreement in Principle clearly sets out that our shared desired outcomes are focused
on climate action and nature protection, and our continued collaboration will continue in
that spirit.

Natural Resources Canada and the 2BT program also receive expert advice and thought
leadership from the external Nature-based Climate Solutions Advisory Committee. The
Advisory Committee consists of 17 members with nature-based climate solutions expertise
from non-governmental organizations, academia, and Indigenous science experts.

3. “The urgency of responding to the climate crisis in terms of both sequestration,
carbon budgets, as well as adaptation and enhanced resilience.”

You wrote in your letter: “Planting two billion trees to enhance climate action will require
planting the right species in the right ecosystems for multiple benefits... The two billion
trees are urgently needed for multiple benefits in carbon mitigation and adaptation.”


https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/2-billion-trees/nature-based-climate-solutions-advisory-committee.html

| agree. As stated on the program website, the 2 Billion Trees program is driven by those
principles:

To maximize the benefits to Canadians, the right trees must be planted in the right place
and monitored to ensure survival.

The 2BT program will generate many long-term benefits such as contributing to the
restoration of habitat, increasing biodiversity, cleaning air and water, creating green
jobs, reducing community risks to natural disasters, cooling cities and enhancing the

well-being of Canadians for generations to come.

Your letter also touched on a number of other issues, from increased forest fire risk to
salmon stalks and urban shade. Please rest assured that such considerations are very much
a part of this program, and where they may not be, our Government’s broad suite of climate
and nature policies seeks to address the issues you raise. Please see the appendix to this
letter for just a few examples of how we are addressing your concerns.

The above points, | believe, demonstrate that we very much agree on the value and urgency
of a well-executed 2BT program—one that delivers climate benefits for Canadians for
generations to come.

Thank you again for taking the time to write to share your views. | wholeheartedly agree
with you that we must respond to climate change with urgency, so | hope this reply

addresses your concerns. | would be happy to discuss further if you wish.

Yours sincerely,

The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, P.C., M.P.
(he/him/il)


https://www.canada.ca/en/campaign/2-billion-trees/2-billion-trees-program.html

Appendix

Quick Facts

¢ Inits first year of implementation, the 2BT program funded 72 projects towards the

planting of approximately 30 million trees, including over 200 species in more than
500 sites across Canada.

Partners and Projects

We have partnered with a wide range of organizations including Trees Canada,
SNAP Québec, and Forests Ontario.

2BT partnered with the Redd Fish Restoration Society and Tla-o-qui-aht, Ahousaht,
and Hesquiaht First Nations to plant 51,070 trees along the banks of the Hilsyaqgiis
(Tranquil Creek) and Atleo Rivers, as well as in Hesquiaht Harbour. This work will
accelerate the recovery of three watersheds damaged by historic logging operations
with the goal to restore critical spawning and rearing habitat for endangered wild
chinook and chum salmon on Vancouver Island.

Since early 2020, Natural Resources Canada has carried out engagement with
Indigenous partners on the design and implementation of the 2BT program. The
program includes a $500-million Indigenous funding stream, and officials are
working closely with Indigenous partners to co-develop an inclusive governance
model for this funding. This will provide opportunities to strengthen Indigenous
climate leadership by supporting tree-planting projects along the full supply chain
from sourcing seeds to monitoring.

Future Planting Seasons

At this time, the program is in the final stages of evaluating applications received
through a call for proposals that closed mid-February 2022, and multi-year
agreements will start to be in place this summer.

That call also included a capacity-building stream to support smaller organizations
and communities in planning for future projects. Projects are evaluated against
many criteria, including their potential for long-term environmental and social co-
benefits.



