Petition to the Minister of Finance

Tax-Free Virtual Support Services for Canadians with Disabilities

WHEREAS:

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been an emergence of live virtual support
services and programs available to Canadians with disabilities;

These online services are financially more affordable, flexible, and accessible to
Canadians with disabilities compared to similar in-person services and programs;
Disabled Canadians benefit from these virtual programs that connect them with peers,
foster meaningful connections, and access various opportunities for learning, skill
development, inclusion and independence;

Despite this positive shift to accessible options, the Canadian Tax Code has not yet
caught up with these new online support services for disabled Canadians;

The current tax code provides tax exemptions to Canadians with disabilities for "services
rendered principally at the location of an establishment" but not for similar services
provided online;

Consequently, disabled Canadians who access virtual support services and programs are
still subjected to taxes on these essential and life enhancing services; and

As a result, disabled Canadians accessing vital virtual support services and programs face
increased financial burdens that could be alleviated if these online supports were
recognized and exempted from taxation.

THEREFORE, your petitioners call upon the Minister of Finance to:

Revise the existing criteria for tax exemptions on support services for disabled Canadians
to encompass support services and programs provided virtually; and

Establish a new standard for tax exemptions that would enable organizations to offer
tax-free virtual support services and programs to disabled Canadians, facilitating
increased accessibility and support for these Canadians in their daily lives.
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Guidelines
1. Must have at least 25 original signatures with valid addresses (we
recommend 30+ to be safe);
2. Must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not
pasted, taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it;
3. Must have at least 3 valid signatures and addresses on the first page after the
full text of the petition (again, more is better if they can be fit);
4. Must include the prayer line (the request) of the petition on each subsequent
page;
The text must not be altered or have any text added on any of the pages;
Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition;
Should contain signatures of residents of Canada only;
There 1s no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition;
If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be
noted on the petition and the note signed by a witness. Aside from this
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exception, you can only sign for yourself;

10.No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in
hardcopy; and,

11.Petitions can be either double-sided or have a blank back page.

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to:

Elizabeth May, M.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
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