Petition to the Government of Canada

Protect Women’s Rights in Afghanistan

Whereas:
e The Taliban are pursuing a society where the subjugation of women and girls is normalized,

leading to abuse, torture, enforced disappearances, sexual violence, and executions;

The Taliban have issued over 150 edicts that control women and girls in Afghanistan, with a
significant increase in crimes and violence against them since August 2021;

Sex and gender-based discrimination and persecution are violations of international law as stated
under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), in the Convention on the Elimination
of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court considers persecution on the grounds of gender as a crime against humanity;

There is a consensus among human rights experts, Afghan women activists, scholars, and others
that the Taliban's policies and behaviour constitute gender apartheid;

Gender apartheid, like racial apartheid, must be recognized as an international crime, specifically a
crime against humanity;

Afghan women are calling for the codification of gender apartheid under international law.

We, the undersigned citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:
e Formally and publicly declare Canada's support of including gender apartheid as a crime against

humanity in international law;

Advocate within the CEDAW framework to define and criminalize gender apartheid.

Collaborate with other UN member states to both pressure regimes practicing gender apartheid to
reform and take every available measure to not condone, ignore, or be complicit in gender
apartheid themselves;

Sanction senior Taliban officials under Canada's Magnitsky Law and improve enforcement of
existing UN sanctions against the Taliban and those supporting them;

Take measures to protect the human rights of all Afghans during the current crisis;

Identify strategic initiatives that will help prepare for a full restoration of Afghan rights in the
future.

Signature Address
(Sign your name. Do not print.) (City, province, or postal code)




We, the undersigned citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

e Formally and publicly declare Canada's support of including gender apartheid as a crime against
humanity in international law;
Advocate within the CEDAW framework to define and criminalize gender apartheid.
Collaborate with other UN member states to both pressure regimes practicing gender apartheid to
reform and take every available measure to not condone, ignore, or be complicit in gender
apartheid themselves;

e Sanction senior Taliban officials under Canada's Magnitsky Law and improve enforcement of
existing UN sanctions against the Taliban and those supporting them;
Take measures to protect the human rights of all Afghans during the current crisis;
Identify strategic initiatives that will help prepare for a full restoration of Afghan rights in the
future.

Signature Address
(Sign your name. Do not print.) (City, province, or postal code)




We, the undersigned citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

e Formally and publicly declare Canada's support of including gender apartheid as a crime against
humanity in international law;
Advocate within the CEDAW framework to define and criminalize gender apartheid.
Collaborate with other UN member states to both pressure regimes practicing gender apartheid to
reform and take every available measure to not condone, ignore, or be complicit in gender
apartheid themselves;

e Sanction senior Taliban officials under Canada's Magnitsky Law and improve enforcement of
existing UN sanctions against the Taliban and those supporting them;
Take measures to protect the human rights of all Afghans during the current crisis;
Identify strategic initiatives that will help prepare for a full restoration of Afghan rights in the
future.

Signature Address
(Sign your name. Do not print.) (City, province, or postal code)




We, the undersigned citizens and residents of Canada, call upon the Government of Canada to:

e Formally and publicly declare Canada's support of including gender apartheid as a crime against
humanity in international law;
Advocate within the CEDAW framework to define and criminalize gender apartheid.
Collaborate with other UN member states to both pressure regimes practicing gender apartheid to
reform and take every available measure to not condone, ignore, or be complicit in gender
apartheid themselves;

e Sanction senior Taliban officials under Canada's Magnitsky Law and improve enforcement of
existing UN sanctions against the Taliban and those supporting them;
Take measures to protect the human rights of all Afghans during the current crisis;
Identify strategic initiatives that will help prepare for a full restoration of Afghan rights in the
future.

Signature Address
(Sign your name. Do not print.) (City, province, or postal code)




Guidelines
1. Must have at least 25 original signatures with valid addresses (we recommend 30+
to be safe);
2. Must contain original signatures written directly on the document and not pasted,
taped, photocopied or otherwise transferred to it;
3. Must have at least 3 valid signatures and addresses on the first page after the full
text of the petition (again, more is better if they can be fit);
Must include the prayer line (the request) of the petition on each subsequent page;
The text must not be altered or have any text added on any of the pages;
Each petitioner must sign, not print, their name directly on the petition;
Should contain signatures of residents of Canada only;
There is no minimum age requirement for anyone signing a petition;
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If a petitioner cannot sign because of illness or a disability, this must be noted on the

petition and the note signed by a witness. Aside from this exception, you can only

sign for yourself;

10. No photocopies, scans, e-mails etc. as petitions are only admissible in hardcopy;
and,

11. Petitions can be either double-sided or have a blank back page.

Please return all original signed petitions, postage free, to:

Elizabeth May, M.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON
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